
Letter from the President
Dear Fellow 3/4 Marines:

Wow, what a reunion!  For those of you that missed it, it was awesome.  Our Association did itself proud.  We had an outstand-
ing Tex-Mex barbecue complete with a Mariachi band, the Riverwalk, great Marine camaraderie and, of course lots of cold beer.
It was great seeing familiar faces again and recalling war stories from years past.  (Which amazingly manage to grow bigger as
each year passes!)  I’d like to extend a hearty thanks to Doc McNiff, Joe Rodriguez and everyone that helped out for all of the
hard work that made this reunion run so smoothly.

I’d also like to extend my thanks to our guest speaker, Col. Bryan McCoy, the former CO of the battalion for his inspirational
speech which detailed the battalion’s exploits during the march into Baghdad.  Col. McCoy is a remarkable Marine officer who
displayed extraordinary leadership during the war in Iraq.  Many of us were ready to re-enlist after he finished, but fortunately a
recruiter was not in the area!  All present agreed that Col. McCoy was up there on the same level with Col. Masterpool and Col.
Vale from our era.

Also during the banquet, we paid tribute to each of our three Metal of Honor recipients, Doc Ballard, John McGinty, and Robert
Modrzejewski.  (Unfortunately, Modrzejewski couldn’t be present due to the illness of his wife).  Each was given a desk plaque
to mark the occasion, hand crafted by our own Jim Wright.  It was truly an honor for all of us to have been seated in the same
room with these true American heroes.

But once again the highlight of the reunion was the memorial service conducted by our own Chaplain Stan Beach.  Somehow
Chaplain Beach managed to locate Chaplains McHorse and LeRoy Muenzier who assisted with the service.  The haunting mem-
ory of the names of our KIA’s being called aloud by their comrades is etched in my mind forever.  In a special tribute, former
commanding officers of each company brought forth and presented the dog tags of each and every KIA.  Rest assured, we per-
formed well our duty to preserve the memory of our fellow Marines who are no longer here with us.

Minutes of the business letter are contained inside this newsletter.  But, I’d like to mention Vice President Steve Pedersen asked
to step down due to his recent retirement.  However, he won’t be going far as he agreed to continue as an Association Director.
Also, congratulations to Roger Kimball who was elected as Vice President as well as Chuck Lear who was re-elected as Treasurer.

By now I am sure most of you are aware that Savanna Georgia was selected by popular vote for the reunion site in 2007.  The
reunion chairman is Wallace Shaw.  It was also decided by vote that the date for all future reunions will be determined by the
reunion chairman and will not necessarily occur the third week of July.  Wallace has promised to give us the date as soon as pos-
sible.

Lastly, I’d like to mention that Mike Corbett was elected to replace Steve Emanuel as our association historian and keeper of our
archives.  Mike has formulated a plan for the preservation of donated artifacts.  Mike has promised to have this plan in effect fol-
lowing his retirement and relocation to Florida.  He will also establish a document file to preserve your wartime recollections.
Each of you are encouraged to write the details of your combat experiences and forward when Mike is ready.  Details will be post-
ed in upcoming newsletters.

Semper Fi,

Jim Conklin
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Minutes from the Third Bn. Fourth Marines Association,
San Antonio business meeting August 6, 2005

Meeting opened at 10:02 A.M. in the Texas Room of the Airport Hilton.

Introductions by President Conklin.

Opened the business meeting with a prayer by Chaplain.

Recognition of members who contribute to the ongoing business of the Assocation:
Ron Cook Mailing list
Dennis “Reddawg” Thun Web page support and membership program improvement
Stan Beach Countless untold contributions including but not limited to the memorial services etc.
Tom and Marilyn Bulanda Newsletter mailing
Oscar Kergalvis With Dennis, Purchase and coordinate care packages and mail
Mike Siebentritt Memberhsip certificates and mailing of same
Mike Madden, Chuck Lear, Jim Wright registration
And Others I may have forgotten.

Recognition of reunion chair Larry Carpenter, Doc McNiff, and Joe Rodriguez and others who have helped
make this reunion successful.

Elections:
Motion for Frank Peterson to Board of Directors made/seconded/carried.
Motion for Roger Kimball to Vice President made/seconded/carried.
Motion for Chuck Lear to Treasurer made/seconded/carried.
Motion for Tom Bulanda to Recording Secretary made/seconded/carried.
Motion for Wallace Shaw to Board of Directors made/seconded/carried.

Discussion regarding Newsletters and Database were heard with presentations by Dennis Thun and Doc
McNiff (no action taken)

Yahoo Groups rules were explained and a motion to retain the rules outlined on the Yahoo site made/sec-
onded/discussion/carried.

Outside Vendors at reunions discussed.  Motion that all outside vendors must be approved by the Board of
Directors made/seconded/during discussion the motion was amended to add All material must be 3/4 related
or Marine Corps related Amendment was seconded/carried.  The amended motion then carried.

Motion to replace Stephen Emmanuel as 3/4 Archive person motion to elect Mike Corbett to fill this posi-
tion made/seconded/carried.

NCO Sword presentation discussed (no action taken)

Chuck Lear gave financial report:
A motion that Honorary members pay no Reunion Fees made/seconded/carried.
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Minutes from the Third Bn. Fourth Marines Association,
San Antonio business meeting August 6, 2005 (cont)

Bylaws:

Bylaws need to be updated to 2005 reality, President Conklin thanked the Chicago Seven for their work and
said that He and Roger Kimball will update the bylaws and submit to the Board of Directors for approval.
The new bylaws will be presented at the 2007 Reunion.  President Conklin then pointed out the two updates
make to the bylaws as a result of the 2003 general meeting, the cap on donations $250.00 and the four year
reunion proposals.  Motion to allow rewrite made/seconded/carried.
Rules of Behavior at reunions was discussed in light of the two incidents that took place here in San Antonio.
A motion was made to have Tom Bulanda draft a set of rules that include the penalty of excluding violators
from subsequent reunions if their behavior falls outside of the rules established.  These rules will be presented
though the Board of Directors at the 2007 Regular Meeting.  Seconded/carried unanimously.

A motion was then made to allow flexible dates to have the reunion when weather, room rates and seasons
based on where the reunion is to be held, Reunion Chair will work with the Board of Directors and President
when selecting those dates.  Made/seconded/discussed and carried.  Bylaws will change to reflect this
motion.

Reunion 2007.  Wallace Shaw presented Savannah Georgia.  Also suggested was Myrtle Beach.  Motion after
presentation was made to hold the 2007 reunion in Savannah Georgia seconded/carried.  Wallace Shaw is
point man.  Several people offered their help.  Wallace to work with the Board of Directors and announce the
date as soon as possible.

Reunion 2009.  Two sites were proposed Coeur D Alene, Idaho and San Diego, California, both will be pre-
sented at the 2007 General Meeting.

Request was made for any other new business: Being none
A motion to adjourn was made at 1:10PM (No one objected)

The meeting closed with Prayer led by the Chaplain.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Bulanda, Recording Secretary.

Articles – Any member wanting to have an article, or interest item, included in the Newsletter
please send your copy to me at the address on the top of this Newsletter.  You may include
photo’s, old or new.
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In Katrina’s Wake

Please read the story below rel Gunny Corville.  He lost everything to Katrina.  Because of this news
Reddawg drew up a list of members living in the Gulf Coast area and contacted each to see if they needed
help.  Thankfully, all our other members were safe and suffered only minor damage.  However, the Gunny
has nothing left.  If you can find it in your heart to send a donation to him, please send it to Chuck Lear, 708
S.E. Basil Ct, Lees Summit, MO 64063.  Be sure to mark it Katrina Donation.  Thanks and I know the Gunny
thanks you as well.

You all recall Gunny Courville from the Seattle reunion.  He also has been our point of contact with the 
Bn for many years now.  Anyways, his family lost everything in New Orleans.  I know we posted a call for
donations to the Salvation Army but it seems we ought to take care of our own…I suggest a post to pass the
hat, Chuck take in donations and forward to him.  Btw gunny is soon to be a First Sgt and will be moving on
to P.I..

S/f
dawg

The Third Battalion Fourth Marines Association 
Medal of Honor Recipients

For whatever reasons now lost to history our association has never honored our MOH recipients.  At the
reunion in San Antonio in ’05 we remedied that oversight.  Member Jim Wright, a machinist of the finest
kind, hand made desk plaques for each of the MOH holders.  During this ceremony Jim presented these
plaques to Don Ballard and John J McGinty.  Unable to attend the reunion due to illness in the family, was
Col Robert Modrzejewski.  However, the Colonel was subsequently presented his by John McGinty and a
photo of these events will be in the next Newsletter.  Each plaque is inscribed with the man’s name on the
front and with the MOH on the reverse.

Colonel Robert Modrzejewski, a native of Milwaukee, retired from the Marine Corps after more than 30
years of service.  He has spent the last of his retirement teaching high school history and phys ed.  He now
lives in San Diego here he tells me he plays golf three days a week.

Don ‘Doc’ Ballard hails from Kansas City.  After returning home from Vietnam he joined both the Army
Reserves and National Guard and rose to the rank of Colonel.  He recently retired from the Kansas City Fire
Department where he served as an EMT/Paramedic.  He spends his time now working on various Veterans
matters and speaking to groups and schools about veteran’s affairs.

John J. McGinty, a Boston Irishman, stayed in the Marine Corps after Vietnam.  He received a commission
and retired as a Captain.  He now lives in San Diego and works with the Veterans Administration.  He has
toured many military bases in several countries including trips to Afghanistan and Iraq.
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The Third Battalion Fourth Marines Association 
Medal of Honor Recipients

Photo by Captain Ross

Photo by Captain Ross

Photo by Captain Ross

Photo by Captain Ross
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Alamo Tour
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Banquet
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Tex-Mex Bar-B-Que with Mariachi Band
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Memorial Service
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Notes on the Reunion in San Antonio
By Doc McNiff

After having read President Conklin’s report I don’t not wish to be redundant, but he has asked me to make
a brief report to the membership.  So, first of all I need to make a few Thank You’s.  Behind the scenes, always
is Dennis Thun.  The work he does for this association without notice or thanks is invaluable.  Larry
Carpenter was very gracious and helpful when I went to San Antonio in April and again throughout the
reunion.  A special thanks to Joe Rodriguez who is owed a debt by all of us for his work not only in keeping
the hospitality rooms filled with snacks, beer, cold drinks and water, but he lined up the BBQ at his VFW
Club along with the Mariachi band.  Joe never said “no” to anything that was asked of him.  Chaplain Beach
still is the heart and soul of this association and lined up the color guard and the Memorial Service.  Capt.
J.J. Carol’s daughter, Mari and her daughter made the stunningly beautiful floral Three-Four Association
Crest that was at the Service and across the street at the Vietnam Memorial and I have just been informed
that she is planning on being in Savannah in ‘07.

To the guys that manned the Registration Desk, Mike Madden, Doc Cook, John Masterjohn, Mike Corbett et
al I think you guys have got it right.

Now, as to the PX: Chuck minus Carol is okay, but it’s like a hockey team without a goalie.

This is not to say there were not some hiccups in the events as planned.  There were and probably always will
be.  We seemed to have either too many or not enough busses and there were problems and the Riverboats,
but we seemed to all get through and have a good time in spite of things.  Those that played golf seemed to
have a great time, probably because Jim and I did not play this year.

But best of all was being with the people who mean the most to each of us and their wives.  Truly we are a
band of brothers.

To Gary Heinz:  You have a very interesting story about your visit to Crawfod, TX.  But I need to speak to
you again before I can print it.  Please call again.

PLEASE!  If anyone has any items or stories that he would like to include in the Newsletters, send them to
me at the address above or by email at docmcniff@comcast.net 
Thanks

Dues – A reminder is appropriate here about dues.  If you received this Newsletter and have
not paid your dues, someone else has picked up you tab.  Dues are on $15 a year.  Please make
your check payable to “Third Battalion, Fourth Marines Association” and send it to our 
treasurer Chuck Lear, 708 S.S. Basil Ct. Lees Summit, MO 64063.
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BN Historian

The “Thundering 3rd” has a long and noble history, of which, as members or former members, we may all be proud.
From a historical standpoint, we want to bring order and intellect to our mutual story.  For that we need the help of each
and every member – anyone who has ever served in, or with, the battalion.  We heard a lot of wonderful stories of our
service, while at the reunion in San Antonio.  Now, try to remember, and write it all down.

Our archives presently contains a number of physical items donated by members, relatives, and friends; mostly from
the Vietnam era, some from the intermittent peacetime lulls, and one or two from other minor and major conflicts.
Within the next year we will open for receipt of any and all submissions with the proviso that anything submitted as a
historical record of our battalion be accompanied with documentation detailing the owner/
submitter’s name and then current address; the date and place of “obtaining” the item(s); and, the circumstances under
which the item or items were obtained.  It would also be nice to hear how you have kept the item in the period since
first obtaining it and the time of your submission for our archives.

Everyone should understand that these archives – the history of our battalion – belongs to all of us.  Therefore, any
value attributed to any item submitted for the “3/4” archives shall accrue to the battalion organization, and shall be
treated, preserved, and when necessary disposed of, in accordance with the direction of our elected 
officers.  In other words, if you want to collect royalties, this is not the place.  All value of anything donated belongs
to the organization!

A word about “dangerous” materials.  First, if you put them through the postal service, you are exposing yourself to
prosecution.  Don’t do it!  Besides, no one else wants incendiary devices or explosives, or sharp objects in their house.
We neither need, nor want grenades, even if they are certified “inert.”  You keep them at your place.

More than anything else, we want your written remembrances.  Any incident you recall with humor or horror we want
to hear about it.  And, don’t forget, the time, date and place are as important as the incident itself.  This is, after all, a
historical account of our members.  My job, as I see it, is to collect these anecdotes, catalogue them, and place them
in chronological order, by individual company, for permanent safekeeping.  I will attempt to copy all written material
onto a CD as additional back-up – given my personal limitations of dealing with automation.

Families – next of kin, and other friends and relatives of departed members, especially members KIA in the line of
duty, are invited to submit remembrances of anyone who ever served in or with “3/4.”  If you have a story to tell, please
feel that we shall honor your loved-one as we honor our own.  After all, we are family in the strongest sense of the
word.

One of the objectives of our archives is to gain public display in USMC and USMC – related media.  At times we will
attempt to have printed some of the items submitted (think “Leatherneck,” “Marine Corps Gazette,” etc.).  This may
only occur when documentation is complete, well written and contains no publicly objectionable 
material, (you may be contacted to clarify certain points – that’s why we need your name and address attached to all
submissions).  We will also contact the major museums – USMC, Navy, and WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq-themed
venues seeking space for displays of “3/4.”  Your Board of Directors will approve all such 
publications and displays before they are made.

So, we ask that you continue to hold your most cherished memories and memorabilia, for only a few more months.
Sometime in 2006, we will put out a call for items, either specifically, or generally, with a guide for 
preparing written documentation.  At that time you will be notified as to the time and best method of 
forwarding them.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Semper Fidelis….Mike Corbett



NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CHAGRIN FALLS, OH

44022
PERMIT#141

Visit our website at:


